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 Enduring Understandings / Big Ideas: 
1. Explore why artists create and introduce vocabulary and art historical periods.  
2. Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process.  
3. Artists determine what is represented in sculpture through planning and process. 
4. The differences in Bas relief and High relief can enhance the visual effect of sculptural forms. 
5. Art materials can be found all around you. 
6. The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable outcomes. 
 
Essential Questions 
1. Why is it important to understand why an artist creates?  
2. Why do artists feel it is important to communicate through art? 
3. How would changing the material of a sculpture change the mood of an artwork? 
4. Why are the events of the time period and culture important to understand the purpose of a sculpture? 
5. What are the obstacles artists have to overcome when creating a three dimensional work of art compared to a two dimensional work of art? 
6. What are the effects of light and shadow on low and high relief sculptures? 
7. What materials might be successfully used in creating a carved sculpture? 
8. What are the benefits of casting? 
9. How do you create a mold and casting? 
10. Why is assemblage often called junk art? 
11. Why is it hard for many to see assemblage as art? 
12. When do functional objects become sculptural? 
13. How can negative space be used to enhance a sculpture? 
14. How can sculpting techniques be used to manipulate the elements of art and create form? 
15. How does an artist solve problems through process? 
 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 1 

Unit I 
Introduction to Art 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

Explore why artists create and introduce vocabulary and art historical periods. 
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 

 
 

Essential Question: 
  

Why is it important to understand why an artist creates?  
Why do artists feel it is important to communicate through art? 

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 1 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will appreciate 
the importance of 
understanding why an 
artist creates. 
 
Students will be able to 
identify the four theories of 
art (imitationalism, 
formalism, emotionalism, 
and instrumentalism). 
 
Students will know and 
identify the seven 
elements of art (line, 
shape, form, space, color, 
texture, value). 
 
Students apply appropriate 
strategies to analyze, 
interpret, and evaluate how 
an author unfolds an 
analysis or series of ideas 
or events. 
 
Students will be able to 
explain what aestheticians 
do through development 
and analysis of the topic 
with relevant, well-chosen, 

 
• Students use 

descriptive terms and 
varied approaches in art 
analysis to explain the 
meaning or purpose of 
an artwork. 

• Students read historical 
and culturally based 
texts regarding artworks 
and famous artists and 
craft overviews of artists 
and art history. 

• Students will explain 
how art theories can 
help us to arrive at a 
definition of art. 

• Students will discuss 
the topic “What is Art?” 
and how their views 
relate to the definition of 
art (The unique 
expression of an idea, 
belief, experience, or 
feelings in a well-
designed visual form.) 
 

Formative: 
• Verbal discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
• Written reflections of 

historical/cultural art 
pieces and literary 
texts. 

• PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on the elements of art; 
Teacher created Handouts 
containing vocabulary 
(e.g., value, drawing 
pencils, aesthetics, etc.) 
PA Holistic Writing Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
Art Books – (i.e., Design 
Synectics by Roukes, Art 
in Focus by Miller, Art Talk 
by Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson, Internet 
Elements and Principles of 
Design; Principles of 
Design) 
Teacher generated Power 
Point 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.C Integrate and apply 
advanced vocabulary to the 
arts forms. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.1.12.C Integrate and apply 
advanced vocabulary to the 
arts forms. 
 
9.2.12.C Relate works in the 
arts to varying styles and 
genre and to the periods in 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 1 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, or other 
information and examples 
appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of 
the topic. 

which they were created. 
 
 
9.2.12.L Identify, explain, 
and analyze common themes, 
forms and techniques from 
works in the arts. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 
the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
1.2 Students read, 
understand, and respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on comprehension, 
making connections among 
ideas and between texts with 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 1 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

focus on textual evidence. 
 
1.4 Students write for 
different purpose and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
 

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit II 
Introduction to Sculpture 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

Artists determine what is represented in sculpture through planning and process. 
 
 

Essential Question: 
  

How would changing the material of a sculpture change the mood of an artwork? 
Why are the events of the time period and culture important to understand the purpose of a sculpture? 

What are the obstacles artists have to overcome when creating a three dimensional work of art compared to a two 
dimensional work of art? 

 
 

 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 2 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will be able to 
identify, analyze and 
explain how relief sculpture 
differs from sculpture in the 
round. 
 
Students will be able to 
analyze and describe the 
sculpture processes of 
modeling, carving, casting, 
and assembling. 
 
Students will be able to 
interpret and specify why 
the choice of materials is 
important for both sculptor 
and viewer. 
 
Students will understand, 
compare and contrast 
symmetrical and 
asymmetrical balance. 
 
Students will write an art 
critique with a sharp, 
distinct focus identifying 
task and audience. 
 
Students utilize the written 

 
• Students will discuss 

the terms: armature, 
bas relief, high relief, 
sculpture in the round, 
assembly, carving, 
casting, modeling, 
balance and 
proportion. 
 

• Students will critique 
(i.e., describe, 
analyze, interpret and 
judge) the work of 
various artists (e.g., 
Kollwitz, Rodin, 
Bernini, Hanson, 
Giacometti, 
Hepworth, and 
Robus) 
 

• Students will reflect 
on and discuss the 
purposes of sculpture. 

Formative: 
• Sketches 
• Teacher Observations
• Verbal Discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
• Written comparison 

of various sculptures 
and sculptors 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on sculpture 
Teacher recommended 
supplies (e.g., drawing 
pencils, paper) 
PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
Art Books – (i.e., Art in 
Focus by Miller, Art Talk by 
Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson) 
 
www.sculpturebooks.co.uk 
www.sculpture.org 
www.ceramics.org 
www.ceramicsmonthly.com
 
 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.2.12.C Relate works in the 
arts to varying styles and 
genre and to the periods in 
which they were created. 
 
9.2.12.L Identify, explain, 
and analyze common themes, 
forms and techniques from 
works in the arts. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 2 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

art critique to demonstrate 
a grade appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
 
Students develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
the specific purpose of 
critiquing famous artworks 
and artists. 
 
Students present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and 
logically and adapt speech 
to the appropriate context 
through class-wide verbal 
critiques of famous artists 
and artworks. 

(i.e., community, 
memorial, aesthetics, 
monument) 
 

 the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
9.3.12.E Examine and 
evaluate various types of 
critical analysis of works in 
the arts and humanities 
through contextual criticism, 
formal criticism and intuitive 
criticism. 
 
9.3.12.G Analyze works in the 
arts by referencing the 
judgments advanced by arts 
critics as well as one’s own 
analysis and critique. 
 
1.2 Students read, 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 2 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

understand, and respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on comprehension, 
making connections among 
ideas and between texts with 
focus on textual evidence. 
 
1.4 Students write for  
different purpose and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
1.5 Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, listen 
critically, and respond 
intelligently as individuals or 
in group discussions. 
 
 

      

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 3 
 
 
 
 

Unit III 
Relief-Carving 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

The difference in Bas relief and High relief can enhance the visual effect of sculptural forms. 
 
 

Essential Question: 
  

What are the effects of light and shadow on low and high relief sculptures? 
What materials might be successfully used in creating a carved sculpture? 

 
 

 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 3 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will be able to 
distinguish between bas 
relief and high relief and 
delineate a unifying theme. 
 
Students will be able to 
identify, explain and 
analyze the sculpture 
processes of modeling, 
carving, casting, and 
assembling. 
 
Students will demonstrate 
the mastery and skill of 
carving to produce review 
and revise an original work 
of relief sculpture. 
 
Students will identify, 
compare and contrast 
positive and negative 
space. 
 
Students will write an art 
critique with a sharp, 
distinct focus identifying 
task and audience. 
 
Students utilize the written 

 
• Students will discuss 

the terms: armature, 
bas relief, high relief, 
sculpture in the round, 
assembly, carving, 
casting, modeling, 
balance and 
proportion. 

• Students will critique 
(i.e., describe, 
analyze, interpret and 
judge) the work of 
various artists (e.g., 
Kollwitz, Rodin, 
Bernini, Hanson, 
Giacometti, 
Hepworth, and 
Robus) 

• Students will reflect 
on and discuss the 
purposes of sculpture. 
(i.e., community, 
memorial, aesthetics, 

Formative: 
• Sketches 
• Practice Carvings 

(studies) 
• Teacher Observations
• Verbal Discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on sculpture 
Teacher recommended 
supplies (e.g., drawing 
pencils, paper) 
PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
Art Books – (i.e., Art in 
Focus by Miller, Art Talk by 
Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson) 
 
www.sculpturebooks.co.uk 
www.sculpture.org 
www.ceramics.org 
www.ceramicsmonthly.com
 
 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.1.12.F Analyze works of 
arts influenced by 
experiences or historical and 
cultural events through 
production, performance or 
exhibition. 
 
9.1.12.J Analyze and evaluate 
the use of traditional and 
contemporary technologies 
for producing, performing 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 3 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

art critique to demonstrate 
a grade appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
 
Students develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
the specific purpose of 
critiquing personal and 
famous artworks and 
artists. 
 
Students present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and 
logically and adapt speech 
to the appropriate context 
through class-wide verbal 
critiques of personal and 
famous artists and 
artworks. 

monument) 
 

 and exhibiting works in the 
arts or the works of others. 
 
9.2.12.C Relate works in the 
arts to varying styles and 
genre and to the periods in 
which they were created. 
 
9.2.12.L Identify, explain and 
analyze common themes, 
forms and techniques from 
works in the arts. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 
the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
1.2 Students read, 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 3 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

understand, and respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on comprehension, 
making connections among 
ideas and between texts with 
focus on textual evidence. 
 
1.4 Students write for 
different purpose and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
1.5 Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, listen 
critically, and respond 
intelligently as individuals or 
in group discussions. 
 
 

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit IV 
Relief-Casting 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

The differences in Bas relief and High relief can enhance the visual effect of sculptural forms. 
 
 

Essential Question: 
  

What are the benefits of casting? 
How do you create a mold and casting? 

 
 

 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 4 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will be able to 
compare and contrast the 
differences between bas 
relief and high relief. 
 
Students will be able to 
identify, explain and 
analyze the sculpture 
process of casting (i.e., 
melted-down metal or 
other liquid material is 
poured into a mod to 
harden) 
 
Students will demonstrate 
the mastery and skill of 
casting to produce, review 
and revise an original work 
of relief sculpture. 
 
Students will identify the 
difference between 
positive and negative 
space. 
 
Students will write an art 
critique with a sharp, 
distinct focus identifying 
task and audience. 

 
• Students will create 

thumbnail sketches of 
their ideas. 
 

• Students will review, 
discuss and 
demonstrate the 
proper applications 
and safety procedures 
for chemicals and 
equipment during the 
art making process. 
 

• Students will use and 
maintain tools and 
equipment to facilitate 
the creative process. 
 

• Students will design 
and execute a relief 
sculpture through the 
process of casting by 
creating a mold. 

Formative: 
• Sketches 
• Teacher Observations
• Verbal Discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
• Written and/or verbal 

critique of student’s 
work and work of 
their peers 
 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on relief casting tools, 
equipment safety 
Teacher recommended 
supplies (e.g., drawing 
pencils, paper, carving 
tools, plaster, paint) 
PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
Art Books – (i.e., Art in 
Focus by Miller, Art Talk by 
Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.1.12.H Incorporate the 
effective and safe use of 
materials, equipment and 
tools into the production of 
works in the arts at work and 
performance spaces. 
 
9.1.12.J Analyze and evaluate 
the use of traditional and 
contemporary technologies 
for producing, performing 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 4 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

 
Students utilize the written 
art critique to demonstrate 
a grade appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
 
Students develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
the specific purpose of 
critiquing famous artworks 
and artists. 
 
Students present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and 
logically and adapt speech 
to the appropriate context 
through class-wide verbal 
critiques of famous artists 
and artworks. 

 
• Student will critique 

(i.e., describe,  
analyze, interpret and 
judge) their own 
projects and the work 
of the class verbally 
and or written. 
 

and exhibiting works in the 
arts or the works of others. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 
the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12.D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
9.3.12.E Examine and 
evaluate various types of 
critical analysis of works in 
the arts and humanities 
through contextual criticism, 
formal criticism and intuitive 
criticism. 
 
9.3.12.G Analyze works in the 
arts by referencing the 
judgments advanced by arts 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 4 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

critics as well as one’s own 
analysis and critique. 
 
1.4 Students write for  
different purpose and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
1.5 Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, listen 
critically, and respond 
intelligently as individuals or 
in group discussions. 
 
 

      

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 5-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit V 
Assembling 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

Art materials can be found all around you. 
 
 

Essential Question: 
  

Why is assemblage often called junk art? 
Why is it hard for many to see assemblage as art? 

When do functional objects become sculptural? 
 

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 5-6 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will be able to 
compare and contrast the 
difference between bas 
relief and high relief. 
 
Students will be able to 
identify, explain and 
analyze the sculpture 
process of assembling. 
(i.e., an artist gathers and 
joins together a variety of 
different materials to 
construct a 3D work of art) 
 
Students will demonstrate 
the mastery and skill of 
assembling to produce, 
review and revise an 
original work of relief 
sculpture. 
 
Students will understand, 
compare and contrast 
positive and negative 
space and how they can 
be used to create a focal 
point. 
 
Students will write an art 

 
• Students will create 

thumbnail sketches 
for their ideas. 
 

• Students will use and 
maintain tools and 
equipment to facilitate 
the creative process. 
 

• Students will design, 
gather materials, and 
execute a sculpture 
through the process of 
assemblage.  
 

• Student will critique 
(i.e., describe, 
analyze, interpret and 
judge) their own 
projects and the work 
of the class verbally 
and or written. 
 

Formative: 
• Sketches 
• Teacher Observations
• Verbal Discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
• Project and rubrics 
• Written Artist 

Statement 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on sculpture 
Teacher recommended 
supplies (e.g., drawing 
pencils, paper) 
PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
Art Books – (i.e., Art in 
Focus by Miller, Art Talk by 
Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson) 
 
www.sculpturebooks.co.uk 
www.sculpture.org 
www.ceramics.org 
www.ceramicsmonthly.com
 
 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.2.12.C Relate works in the 
arts to varying styles and 
genre and to the periods in 
which they were created. 
 
9.2.12.L Identify, explain, 
and analyze common themes, 
forms and techniques from 
works in the arts. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 5-6 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

critique with a sharp, 
distinct focus identifying 
task and audience. 
 
Students utilize the written 
art critique to demonstrate 
a grade appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
 
Students develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
the specific purpose of 
critiquing their artworks 
and the artworks of their 
peers. 
 
Students present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and 
logically and adapt speech 
to the appropriate context 

• Students will 
recognize and identify 
kinetic and ready 
made sculptures. 

 the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
9.3.12.E Examine and 
evaluate various types of 
critical analysis of works in 
the arts and humanities 
through contextual criticism, 
formal criticism and intuitive 
criticism. 
 
9.3.12.G Analyze works in the 
arts by referencing the 
judgments advanced by arts 
critics as well as one’s own 
analysis and critique. 
 
1.2 Students read, 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 5-6 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

through class-wide verbal 
critiques of their artworks 
and the artworks of their 
peers.  

understand, and respond to 
informational text – with 
emphasis on comprehension, 
making connections among 
ideas and between texts with 
focus on textual evidence. 
 
1.4 Students write for  
different purpose and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
1.5 Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, listen 
critically, and respond 
intelligently as individuals or 
in group discussions. 
 
 

      

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 7-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit VI 
Modeling 

 
 

Enduring Understanding/Big Idea: 
 

The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable outcomes. 
 
 

Essential Question: 
  

How can negative space be used to enhance a sculpture? 
How can sculpting techniques be used to manipulate the elements of art and create form? 

How does an artist solve problems through process? 
 

 
 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 7-9 

 
Learning 

Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

Students will be able to 
compare, contrast and 
analyze the differences 
between relief and 
sculpture in the round. 
 
Students will be able to 
identify, explain and 
analyze the sculpture 
process of modeling (i.e., a 
process in which a soft, 
pliable material is built up 
and shaped to form a 
sculpture) 
 
Students will demonstrate 
the mastery and skill of 
modeling to produce, 
review and revise an 
original work of sculpture 
in the round. 
 
Students will identify the 
difference between 
positive and negative 
space and how they are 
used to create balance. 
 
Students will be able to 

 
• Students will use and 

maintain tools and 
equipment to facilitate 
the creative process. 
 

• Students will design, 
sketch and execute a 
sculpture in the round 
through the process of 
modeling taking into 
consideration view 
from all angles, use of 
line and planes in 
form create movement 
and sense of 
liveliness.  

 
• Student will critique 

(i.e., describe, 
analyze, interpret and 
judge) their own 
projects and the work 
of the class verbally 

Formative: 
• Sketches 
• Teacher Observations
• Verbal Discussion 
• Teacher generated 

quiz 
Summative: 
• Teacher generated 

critique sheet 
• Project and rubrics 
• Written Artist 

Statement 
 

Teacher Resources 
Teacher created Handout 
on tools, equipment 
safety 
Teacher recommended 
supplies (e.g., drawing 
pencils, paper, clay, 
carving tools, plaster, 
paint, paper mache) 
Teacher generated 
power point  
PA Holistic Writing 
Rubric 
 
Supplemental: 
Art Magazines -- (i.e., 
Scholastic Art, Arts & 
Activities, School Arts, Art 
& Man, Art: 21, 
Smithsonian) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.1.12.A Know and use the 
elements and principles of 
each art form to create works 
in the arts and humanities 
 
9.1.12.B Recognize, know, 
use, and demonstrate a 
variety of appropriate arts 
elements and principles to 
produce, review, and revise 
original works in the arts. 
 
9.1.12.E Delineate a unifying 
theme through the production 
of a work of art that reflects 
skills in media processes and 
techniques. 
 
9.1.12.H Incorporate the 
effective and safe use of 
materials, equipment and 
tools into the production of 
works in the arts at work and 
performance spaces and 
evaluate the use and 
applications of materials, 
mechanical/electrical 
equipment, and storing 
materials in the arts. 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 7-9 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

take a 2D design and 
transfer that design in 
scale and proportion to 3 
dimensions. 
 
Students will write an art 
critique with a sharp, 
distinct focus identifying 
task and audience. 
 
Students utilize the written 
art critique to demonstrate 
a grade appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 
 
Students develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
the specific purpose of 
critiquing their own and 
their peers artworks. 
 
Students present 

and or written. 
 

• Students will 
recognize and identify 
the advantages of 
utilizing an armature.  

Art Books – (i.e., 
Beginning Sculpture by 
Arthur Williams, Art in 
Focus by Miller, Art Talk by 
Ragans, History of Art 
series by Janson) 
 
www.ceramics.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.1.12.J Analyze and evaluate 
the use of traditional and 
contemporary technologies 
for producing, performing 
and exhibiting works in the 
arts or the works of others. 
 
9.2.12.L Identify, explain, 
and analyze common themes, 
forms and techniques from 
works in the arts. 
 
9.3.12.A Explain and apply 
the critical examination 
processes of works in the arts 
and humanities. 
 
9.3.12.B Determine and 
apply criteria to a person’s 
work and works of others in 
the arts. 
 
9.3.12D Analyze and 
interpret works in the arts 
and humanities from different 
societies using culturally 
specific vocabulary of critical 
response. 
 
9.3.12.E Examine and 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 7-9 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

information, findings, and 
supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and 
logically and adapt speech 
to the appropriate context 
through class-wide verbal 
critiques of themselves 
and their peers as artists 
and their artworks. 
 

evaluate various types of 
critical analysis of works in 
the arts and humanities 
through contextual criticism, 
formal criticism and intuitive 
criticism. 
 
9.3.12.G Analyze works in the 
arts by referencing the 
judgments advanced by arts 
critics as well as one’s own 
analysis and critique. 
 
9.4.12.A Evaluate an 
individual’s philosophical 
statement on a work in the 
arts and its relationship to 
one’s own life based on 
knowledge and experience. 
 
1.4 Students write for  
different purposes and 
audiences. Students write 
clear and focused text to 
convey a well-defined 
perspective and appropriate 
content. 
 
1.5 Students present 
appropriately in formal 
speaking situations, listen 



Grades: 11-12 
Subject: Art 
Course: 3D Exploration 
Time Frame: Week 7-9 

Learning 
Competencies-   Students 
will understand and be able 
to do upon completion of the 

unit: 

Supportive Learning 
Activities 

Assessments Resources PDE Academic 
Standards  

And 
Common Core 

critically, and respond 
intelligently as individuals or 
in group discussions. 
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